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Date Updated: 06/05/20
Rationale and Policy Considerations
“A supportive active learning environment encourages children’s engagement in learning .... Active involvement in
learning builds children’s understandings of concepts and the creative thinking and inquiry processes that are
necessary for lifelong learning.” (Belonging, Being and Becoming, The Early Years Learning Framework for
Australia page 33)
“Play and leisure activities in school age care settings (that are based on the approved learning framework)
provide children with the confidence to take responsibility for their own learning, personal regulation and
contribution to the social environment .... Children engage when they are motivated and can participate in
purposeful activities.” (My Time Our Place, Framework for School Age Care in Australia page 33)
The Education and Care Services National Law (WA)Act 2012, and Standard 1.1 of the National Quality
Standard for Early Childhood Education and Care and School Age Care requires that a program is delivered to
all children being educated and cared for by the service that:
a.
is based on an approved learning framework; and
b.

is delivered in a manner that accords with the approved learning framework; and

c.

is based on the developmental needs, interests and experiences of each child; and

d.

is designed to take into account the individual differences of each child

The Education and Care Services National Regulations require that the education program contributes to the
following outcomes for children:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

the child will have a strong sense of identity;
the child will be connected with and contribute to his or her world;
the child will have a strong sense of wellbeing;
the child will be a confident and involved learner;
the child will be an effective communicator

It is also required that relevant information about the program and their child’s participation in the program is
shared with parents, and that the program is planned, documented and evaluated.
Legislation and Government Requirements
•
Education and Care Services National Law (WA) Act 2012.
•
Education and Care Services National Regulations 2012.
•
The National Quality Standard for Early Childhood Education and Care and School Age Care
•
The Early Years Learning Framework Framework for School Age Care in Australia
Needs
Children’s
For individual needs to be met; social, physical, emotional and intellectual development; equal opportunity;
opportunities to become self-reliant and develop self-esteem; welcoming, vibrant and flexible play and learning
environment that reflects children’s interests and is responsive to the needs of each child.
Families’
Educators are responsive to their child’s strengths, interests, capabilities and background; information about
their child’s activities, involvement and development is shared; their role as parent/guardian is recognised and
complemented by their child’s learning program.

Educators
Educators to support each other and reflect on ways to build on their understandings of each child and plan
effectively for children’s learning; access to up--‐to--‐date training and resources that will assist them to plan a
program for each child that enhances their learning and development; opportunities to share information with
families and gain knowledge from families about children’s interests, strengths and abilities; to be able to
create a learning and leisure environment that reflects children’s needs and interests, and supports the learning
outcomes for children that are identified in the approved learning frameworks.
Management
Educators/staff and nominated supervisor/coordinator to use their professional knowledge and skills, and their
knowledge of children and their families to plan curriculum and learning experiences that are based on the
approved learning frameworks and reflect the service’s philosophy and the specific needs of children, their
families and the local community.
Scope
This policy is written for children, families, staff and visitors of Merino Court Childcare Centre
Policy Statement
•

•

•

The service will provide an educational program that is based on the approved learning framework and
meets the developmental needs, interests and experiences of each child attending the service.
Educators will draw on their professional knowledge and their in--‐depth knowledge of each child to
choose appropriate teaching strategies and design a learning and leisure environment that will engage
children in active learning.
Educators will work in partnership with children, families and other professionals to:
o Plan effectively for children’s learning and wellbeing
o Communicate with families about children’s development and wellbeing
o Evaluate children’s progress towards achieving intended outcomes
o Identify children who may need additional support.
o Evaluate the effectiveness of the education and care environment and the experiences offered,
and the approaches taken by educators to achieve the best learning and developmental outcomes
for each child.
o Reflect on their own professional practice, and relationships with children and families and
use this knowledge to improve the effectiveness of the program and teaching strategies.
The service’s Interactions with Children Policy underpins the manner in which educators interact with
children whenever they are at the education and care service.

Policy Principles
•

•
•

The nominated supervisor and early childhood teacher/educators will be responsible for the development
of an educational program that is based on the relevant approved learning framework, is developmentally
appropriate to the needs of children attending the service and reflects the philosophy of the service.
Educators/staff will be provided with opportunities to further their professional development and
skills in childhood pedagogy and education and care practices.
Educators continually reflect on children’s experiences, thinking and learning and document their
observations and assessments using a variety of methods that may include: diary notes of children’s
comments and conversations, examples of children’s work, photographs of children’s participation and
spontaneous play, noting changes that may be needed in the environment, discussing alternative
teaching strategies with their colleagues.

Planning Programs
•
Educational programs will be balanced and varied (i.e. will provide for indoor/outdoor learning
experiences, quiet/active times, individual/small group/large group times, time for individual
educator/child interaction, children’s individual and group interests, including activities that are physical,
creative, exploratory, dramatic, musical, cognitive and involve construction), and be flexible enough to
allow for spontaneity and the unexpected.
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•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

Educators provide individual holistic programs that are responsive to children’s lives, interests and
learning styles and promote each child’s social, cultural, physical, emotional, intellectual, language and
creative potential, and meet individual children’s play and relaxation needs. Educators will use
observations of children’s participation, set up a learning environment that stimulates children’s natural
curiosity, encourage children to be actively involved in their own learning and decision making, and use
the partnerships they have developed with families to enhance and individualise programs for children.
Programs are planned with children’s involvement. Educators involve children through the following
strategies:
o seeking information about children’s interests, valuing children’s contributions and ideas and
letting the child know they are appreciated.
o observing v ery young children’s responses to the environment and other people in order to
gain an understanding of their interests, likes and dislikes;
o providing a variety of resources and experiences, and setting up the environment so that
shelving for equipment and toys is easily accessible, allowing children to make choices about
their activities, and observing children’s preferred choices;
o one to one discussions with children during which educators ask them what they like to do and
what they think about their experiences;
o observing group interests and interactions;
o using interest questionnaires, or short surveys for children to complete;
o holding meetings and allowing children to raise issues and become decision makers;
o involve children in interviewing other children about what they like and dislike doing at the service;
o encourage older children to manage some aspects of the program (such as running
a club) independently.
The service will provide a variety of toys for all children to play with regardless of gender. Both boys
and girls will be encouraged to explore a full range of experiences and emotions.
The educational program will be child centred and will allow children to experience a variety of materials
and pursue their own interests. Educators will offer appropriate choices to children, talk to them about
the choices available to them, and help them to decide what to do if needed. There will always be
alternatives when a child does not wish to participate in a particular activity, or chooses to initiate their
own experiences and play.
Children will be challenged and encouraged to take ‘safe’ risks in order to:
o develop their problem solving skills;
o build resilience, confidence and social competence;
o extend their strength, fitness levels and coordination through physically challenging activities;
o learn about taking safe risks by raising their consciousness of risks and the consequences of
particular actions or choices.
Educators will ensure the supervision of children is in accordance with Supervision Policy, is appropriate
to the child’s stage of development and protects their safety and wellbeing at all times. Educators will
join in the children's play, appreciate their attempts to acquire new skills, and encourage them to try
new experiences. Children will be regularly reminded of safety procedures for play equipment.
Educators use children’s real life experiences to engage children in learning opportunities. Families are
encouraged to share their cultural traditions, customs and beliefs with educators so that children’s
rights to have their cultures and identities acknowledged and valued can be upheld.
Programs are flexible and will be adjusted to respond to spontaneous play, children’s interests,
changes in the weather, visitors to the service etc.
Educators monitor noise levels in the environment and adjust activities with children to ensure noise
levels are appropriate and do not interfere with purposeful play or activity.

Child Assessments
•

All educators will be responsible for working co--‐operatively to monitor the individual development of
each child within their care, and for evaluating programs in relation to the approved learning
framework, the service’s stated philosophy and individual children’s learning and development.

Page 3 of 7

•

•

•

Records of child assessments for the delivery of the education program will be kept for 3 years in
accordance with the Education and Care Services National Regulations, and may be accessed by the
child’s family at any time.
The records developed for individual preschool age children will incorporate observations of stages
of development, children’s interests, learning and play experiences, relationships with children and
staff, strengths and abilities, child’s progress against the outcomes of the education program and
recommendations for program planning.
Records developed for individual school age children will include evaluations of the child’s
wellbeing, learning and development, and recommendations for program planning.

Daily Routines
•

•

Routines will be built around the regular events of the day i.e. arrival, snacks/drinks, toileting/nappy
change, main meals, washing, dressing, sleeping and departure, and will take into account the
developmental needs of individual children, children's attendance patterns, climate and physical
environment, the numbers and ages of children within a given group, children with special needs, new
children entering the group and family expectations.
Flexibility is built into routines so that children’s involvement in activities and any special needs
are accommodated.

Electronic Media
•
Television programs will not be a regular part of the children’s education or leisure program, and will
only take place when a specific program enhances a particular learning or social experience for
children.
•
Programs will be carefully vetted and chosen in accordance with the following criteria:
o the program was made specifically for children within the relevant age range;
o the program is entertaining and seeks to actively involve children;
o the program enhances children’s understanding and experience or encourages imaginative play;
o the characters in the program treat each other with respect; and
o the program does not include violence or scary images that are likely to disturb children.
•
Educators will always view programs with the children and:
o

•
•
•
•

•

•

Watch the program fully before showing it to children to check for appropriateness

invite children to ask questions, describe their feelings and make sense of what they have viewed;
talk about the program, discuss activities, characters, stories, themes, likes and dislikes;
encourage the extension of any programs viewed by including suitable activities in future
programs;
o ensure a program is turned off if for any reason it is deemed inappropriate for young children.
Television viewing will be limited to a maximum 20 – 30 minutes per session.
Television viewing will not be planned for children under 2 years of age, and children this age will not
watch television.
Children will always be encouraged to participate in active play after sitting and watching a
television program.
In school age services children may watch a DVD or take an excursion to the movies as part of the
planned leisure and activity program. Whenever planning for these activities educators will ensure that:
o the DVD/movie is rated as age appropriate for the group;
When computers/tablets are available for children’s use whilst at the education and care service
the following strategies will apply:
o each child’s computer use will be limited to a specified time period;
o access will be carefully monitored to ensure developmentally appropriate, open ended nonviolent games and software programs that reflect the service’s philosophy are being viewed;
o all children are provided with equal opportunities to access;
o educators will plan extension activities for the most popular computer games or programs that
extend children’s learning and encourage children to take part in active rather than passive
activities.
Children are not permitted to use mobile phones whilst at the service.
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o
o
o

Water Safety
•
Where children are taken on an excursion that is close to a body of water additional adult
supervision will be organised to ensure children’s safety. Direct and constant supervision is required
at all times children are in or near water. Educators/staff will have constant visual contact and be
in close proximity to all children at all times.
•
Wading or paddling pools will only be used under the direct supervision of an educator. When not in use
this equipment will be emptied and stored in such a manner that it cannot collect water. Wading and
paddling pools must be of a size that can be emptied by one person.
Collaborative Partnerships with Families
•
During the enrolment process families will be asked to complete information sheets about their child’s
abilities and behaviours, to assist educators to assess the child’s current developmental level, and
establish suitable routines for the child.
•
Families will be issued with logins for the OWNA programming App Merino Court uses, to ensure
accessibility to the children observations at all times.
•
Educators will initiate and facilitate regular on--‐going communication with families ( v e r b a l l y a n d a l s o
v i a t h e O W N A a p p ) concerning their child’s participation. Families are informed promptly and
sensitively of any issues or concerns in regard to their child. Recorded information will be available for
discussion.
•
Programs will be displayed in each indoor playing area and in a position where families are able to see
them and can discuss any aspect of the program with educators. A copy of the vacation care program
will be emailed out to each family in line with our Sustainability Policy.
•
Families will be encouraged to have input into program development especially in relation to their own
child’s participation , and in sharing aspects of their culture, skills and interesting experiences. The
extent to which families wish to be involved will be respected.
•
Programs will reflect the cultural differences of all families using the service. The service will
celebrate special events with the children that reflect the cultural heritage and ethnic origins of
children attending the service. Educators will work together with families to ensure a smooth transition
and continuity of learning experiences for children.
•
The service will survey families to obtain feedback on their expectations/views about children having
access to electronic media and the service’s current policy. Educators are always ready to discuss any
particular concerns a family may have in regard to their child watching or using electronic media at the
service.
Related Documents
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010(Vic) – Section 168
Education and Care Services National Regulations: 73--‐76
National Quality Standard for Early Childhood Education and Care and School Age Care Standards
1.1 and 1.2
Early Years Learning Framework for Australia – Principles: Secure, respectful and reciprocal
relationships; Partnerships with Families; High expectations and equity; Respect for Diversity; Ongoing
learning and reflective practice – Practice : Holistic approaches; Responsiveness to children; Learning
through play; Intentional teaching; Learning environments; Cultural Competence; Continuity of Learning
and Transitions; Assessment for learning – Learning Outcomes: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Framework for School Age Care in Australia – Principles: Secure, respectful and reciprocal
relationships; Partnerships with families; High expectations and equity; Respect for diversity;. Ongoing
learning and reflective practice – Practice: Holistic approaches; Collaboration with children; Learning
through play; Intentionality; Environments; Continuity and transitions; Evaluation for wellbeing and
learning – Learning Outcomes: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Child development checklists
Children’s Interest Inventory
Day Books (digital)
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Educator/staff Code of Ethics
Individual child assessments (digital-OWNA)
Individual children’s portfolios (digital-OWNA)
Program w e b s
Procedure for seeking children’s input in decision making
Questionnaires used by educators to gain children’s input
Survey forms (family and child input)

Links to other policies
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Children’s Comfort, Rest and Relaxation
Community Involvement
Confidentiality and Privacy
Diversity and Inclusion
Enrolment and Orientation
Equal Opportunity
Equipment and Toys
Establishing a Protective Environment
Excursions and Transport
Grievances and Complaints Management
Guiding Children’s Behaviour
Health, Hygiene and Infection Control
Interactions with Children
Maintenance of a Safe Environment
Partnerships and Communication with Families
Sun Protection
Supervision

Sources
www.pscalliance.org.au
Further Sources
Barnes, H – Individual programs for children – and EYLF perspective on best practice – extract from
Putting Children First, the Newsletter of the National Childcare Accreditation Council – Issue 34, June 2010
Early Childhood Australia (ECA) (2005) The Code of Ethics – Retrieved 16 May 2011, from
http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/code_of_ethics/early_childhood_australias_code_of_ethics.html
Fleer, M & Raban, B – Early Childhood literacy and numeracy: building good practice – Retrieved 14 June
2011, from http://www.deewr.gov.au/Earlychildhood/Resources/Documents/BuildingGoodPractice.pdf
Hughes, L and Swift, K – Ask a Child Care Adviser: Including children’s perspectives in the program –
extract from Putting Children First, the Newsletter of the National Childcare Accreditation Council – Issue 26,
June 2008
Kennedy, A – I’m not scared! Risk and challenge in children’s programs – extract from Putting Children First,
the Newsletter of the National Childcare Accreditation Council – Issue 31, September 2009
Kennedy, A – Planning for 8 – 12 year old children – extract from Putting Children First, the Newsletter of the
National Childcare Accreditation Council – Issue 35, September 2010
Morrison, T – Computers in child care – extract from Putting Children First, the Newsletter of the National
Childcare Accreditation Council – Issue 27, September 2008
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Morrison, T – Digital technology and computers in child care – extract from Putting Children First, the
Newsletter of the National Childcare Accreditation Council – Issue 29, March 2009
Owens, A – Involving children in program planning – extract from Putting Children First, the Newsletter of the
National Childcare Accreditation Council – Issue 13, March 2005
Owens, A – Using television in child care – extract from Putting Children First, the Newsletter of the National
Childcare Accreditation Council – Issue 30, June 2009
Rowell, P – The world is a child’s stage – dramatic play and children’s development – extract from Putting
Children First, the Newsletter of the National Childcare Accreditation Council – Issue 36, December 2010
Stonehouse, A – Making choices in play – extract from Putting Children First, the Newsletter of the National
Childcare Accreditation Council – Issue 29, March 2009
UNICEF (n.d.). Fact sheet: A summary of the rights under the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Retrieved 16 March 2011, from http://www.unicef.org/crc/files/Rights_overview.pdf
Young Media Australia – Fact sheets – Retrieved 14 June 2011, from
http://www.youngmedia.org.au/publications/fact_sheets.htm#strategies
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